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Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Jan. 18

Statement on the Election of Ricardo Lagos as President of Chile
January 17, 2000

I congratulate Ricardo Lagos on his victory
in Chile’s Presidential election on Sunday, Janu-
ary 16. I also congratulate the Chilean people
for an election that was a model of civic partici-
pation and evidence of their strong commitment
to democratic government.

I look forward to working with President-elect
Lagos and to deepening the friendship and co-
operation that have characterized the excellent
relations between our two nations.

Remarks on the National Firearms Enforcement Initiative in Boston,
Massachusetts
January 18, 2000

Well, Mayor, I was just thinking that you
should hope that Detective Holmes stays in po-
lice work and out of politics. [Laughter] Didn’t
she give a good speech? Let’s give her another
hand. That’s great. [Applause] I thought it was
great.

Mr. Mayor; Senator Kennedy; Representative
Joe Moakley; Barney Frank; Mike Capuano; to
Commissioner Evans and all the members of
the Boston Police Department that are here;
representatives of law enforcement who have
come to Boston today to be with us—Jerry
Flynn of the International Brotherhood of Police
Officers, Tom Nee of the National Association
of Police Organizations—I thank you all for wel-
coming us.

I want to say that in addition to the Attorney
General, we are joined today by Treasury Under
Secretary Jim Johnson; the Director of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms Division, Brad Buckles;
and of course, as the Attorney General men-
tioned, our United States attorney, Don Stern.

I also want to thank Lynn Jackson for wel-
coming us to Orchard Gardens Community Cen-
ter. She was nervous when she got up here
to speak. I said, ‘‘Go on, you’re supposed to
start.’’ She said, ‘‘I’m not supposed to start until
they sit down.’’ So I said, ‘‘You go up there
and speak. I’ll make them sit down.’’ [Laughter]
So then when you stood up for Lisa Holmes,
she said, ‘‘Make them sit down. Make them
sit down.’’ I said, ‘‘Not on your life.’’ [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I am profoundly
grateful to the people of Boston and the State
of Massachusetts for being so good to me and

to my family and to our administration. I’ve
been running over in my mind all the wonderful
moments I’ve had here just since 1991 when
I first started exploring whether I should run
for President, the first time I visited City Year
here in Boston, the day I spent—Commissioner
Evans and the mayor took a half a day with
the Attorney General and me to explain what
you’d done to lower juvenile crime and lower
dramatically the fatalities among children in this
community—all the other incredible times I
have spent in this city and in this State, includ-
ing the times that Hillary and Chelsea and I
have been vacationers here and contributed, I
might add, to the tax base of Massachusetts.
[Laughter]

But this is a special day for me, because it
is an enormous source of pride for me to stand
up after hearing a community leader, a police
officer, the mayor, your Representatives in the
United States Congress, and our Attorney Gen-
eral talk about what you have done to give real
life and real freedom back to this community.

When I ran for President, the biggest issue
on most people’s minds was the economy. Here
I am in Boston, just south of New Hampshire;
8 years ago, I would have been up there today.
But they were all concerned about the banks
closing and people having their mortgages fore-
closed and all these other problems. But I knew
that the challenges facing America were not sim-
ply economic and that we had to have a policy
to try to move people from welfare to work,
we had to have a policy to try to open up
educational opportunities to all of our young
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